Prel. Amdt. dated March 8, 2 005 



REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 



By the present amendment, a substitute specification is 
being filed in order to conform with U.S. practice. Headings 
have been added to the specification. The substitute 
specification contains no new matter. Further, claims 1-10 have 
been canceled in favor of new claims 11-20. The new claims are 
substantially substantively identical to claims 1-10 however 
they are in a better form for U.S. examination. The above 
amendments to the claims are not made for any reason of 
patentability. Still further, an Abstract has been added. 

An early action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

If any additional fees are required in connection with this 
case, it is respectfully requested that they be charged to 
Deposit Account No. 02-0184. 



Date: March 8, 2 005 

I, Nicole Motzer, hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: "Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313" on March 8, 2005 . 



Respectfully submitted, 




Barry L. Kelmachter 
BACHMAN & LaPOINTE, P.C. 
Reg. No. 2 9,999 
Attorney for Applicant 



Telephone: (203)777-6628 ext. 112 
Telefax: (203) 865-0297 
Email : docket@bachlap . com 
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Title ; DETACHABLE WHEEL COVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Field of the Invention 

[0001] This invention relates to covers for the wheels of 
trolleys such as golf trolleys or for the wheels of pushchairs 
and the like . 

(2) Prior Art 

[0002] A problem frequently encountered by golfers is that 
having played a round of golf, the wheels of the trolley 
carrying the golfer's clubs have become dirty. The golfer 
must therefore either clean the wheels or provide a mat or the 
like to prevent the boot of the vehicle in which the trolley 
is to be carried from becoming soiled. In either case, the 
trolley can move while the vehicle, in which the trolley is 
being carried, is being driven and dirt can shake loose from 
the wheels of the trolley and soil the vehicle. 

[0003] The same problem arises with foldable pushchairs and 
the present invention seeks to provide a solution to the 
problem. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0004] According to the invention, there is provided a cover 
for a wheel of a trolley, pushchair or the like, which cover 
comprises a substantially cylindrical part which is adapted to 
fit around the periphery of a wheel for which the cover is 
intended, a first side adapted to cover one side of the wheel 
and a second side adapted to cover the other side of the 
wheel, the substantially cylindrical part being joined to or 
formed integrally with the first and second sides of the cover 
and a closable opening being provided whereby a wheel can be 
inserted into the cover through the opening and said opening 
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then being closed by releasable fastening means; wherein the 
opening is provided in one of the sides of the cover. 

[0005] According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the opening is provided in a side of the cover which is 
intended, in use, to cover the side of the wheel from which an 
axle on which the wheel is mounted extends. Desirably, the 
opening can be closed by a flap which extends over an arc of 
the side of the cover and which can be releasably fastened to 
the substantially cylindrical part or to the side of the 
cover. In this manner, the flap can be released from the 
cover, the cover can be fitted around the wheel and the flap 
then fastened to the cover to enclose the wheel . The axle on 
which the wheel is mounted extends through a small part of the 
opening in a central region of the side of the cover. 

[0006] The releasable fastening means may take any suitable 
form such as press studs, a sliding clasp fastener or co- 
operating engageable strips such as those sold under the 
Registered Trade Mark "Velcro" . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0007] The invention will now be described in detail, by way 

of example, with reference to the drawings in which: - 
[0008] Fig. 1 is a side elevation of one embodiment of a wheel 

cover according to the invention; 

[0009] Fig. 2 is a section taken on the line II - II in Fig. 1 
in the direction of the arrows, but showing the cover fitted 
to a wheel; and 

[0010] Fig. 3 is a side elevation of another embodiment of a 
wheel cover according to the invention. 

[0011] In the drawings, like parts are denoted by like 
reference numerals . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT ( S ) 
[0012] Reference will first be made to Figs. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings in which a wheel cover according to the invention 
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comprises a substantially cylindrical part 1 which is adapted 
to fit around the periphery of a wheel 11 as shown in Fig. 2. 
A first side panel 2 is secured, for example by means of 
stitching and/or an adhesive to one edge of the part 1. A 
second side panel 3 is secured, again for example by means of 
stitching and/or an adhesive, to the opposite edge of the part 
1 . The side panel 3 has a sector region extending over about 
45° and formed in the shape of a flap 4 which is hinged to the 
remainder of the side panel 3 . The flap 4 can be held in 
position by means of, for example, a "Velcro" (Registered 
Trade Mark) fastener, one strip 5 of which is secured to the 
side panel 3 adjacent to the opening accommodating the flap 4 
and the other strip 6 of which is secured to a side edge of 
the flap remote from the hinged edge 7. 

[0013] In use, the flap 4 is folded down about the hinge 7, 
after the strips 5 and 6 of the fastener have been separated 
from one another, and the wheel cover is fitted over the wheel 
11 of a golf trolley or the like as shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. The side panel 3 has a central aperture 8 to 
accommodate an axle 12 on which the wheel 11 is mounted. Once 
the wheel cover has been fitted onto the wheel, the flap 4 can 
be pivoted about the hinge 7 to close the opening and the flap 
can be held in place by the strips 5 and 6 of the fastener. 

[0014] The wheel cover can be removed from the wheel 11, 
simply by separating the strips 5 and 6 of the fastener, 
folding down the flap 4 and stripping the cover off the wheel. 

[0015] The embodiment shown in Fig. 3 differs from the 
embodiment shown in Figs. 1 and 2 in that a second flap 9 is 
provided which is hinged at 10 to the side panel 3 . In this 
case, one strip 5 of the "Velcro" (Registered Trade Mark) 
fastener is secured to the flap 4 while the other strip 6 is 
secured to the other flap 9. The wheel cover can be fitted to 
a wheel in a similar manner to the cover shown in Figs. 1 and 
2 except that, in this case, both flaps 4 and 9 are folded 
back while the cover is fitted over a wheel and the flaps are 
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then folded back and held in place by the enter- engaging 
strips 5 and 6 of the fastener. 

[0016] The side panel 2 can be covered by advertising or 
promotional material . 

[0017] The covers can be made of any suitable material but a 
flexible and waterproof material is preferred such as a 
suitable synthetic plastics material. 

[0018] The invention is not restricted to the above described 
embodiment but variations and modifications may be made 
without departing from the scope of the invention. For 
example, the substantially cylindrical part 1 need not be 
secured to the side panels 2 and 3 but could be formed 
integrally with at least one of the side panels. 

[0019] It will be seen that the wheel cover according to the 
invention can readily be fitted to a wheel of a golf trolley 
before the trolley is put into a vehicle and will thus prevent 
the vehicle from becoming soiled by the wheel. Of course, a 
separate wheel cover should be fitted to each of the wheels of 
the trolley. Further, the invention is not restricted to 
wheel covers for golf trolleys. The wheel covers can be used 
for the wheels of other articles such as pushchairs. 
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